EDITOR'S zo._.m -— President Bush -has
bieen making pews in the West this week by
v_m::q_c trees and urging Americans to dig
toles in their back yards and do the same. In
Utah, a modern Johnny Appleseed has been
planting trees. against all good advice, for 30
years. ; '

an’s vision,tenacity

e

- Qozmaosm from mmmn noSvamw and
dug into his modest earnings : as-a

8:3226: sczw@ﬂ a7

S .o:%.,.,osm_,om hig zz,mm cowm as.m,m;
*-sick and the family was:down to §10.

By David Foster m
Associaled Press writer )
MAGNA (AP) — Even as a boy.
Paul xor,_.o: sensed his future was
tied o the barren hills behind Smelt-
er Campgthe mining town where he

The :Em were black as tar and just .

as dead. Decades of logging, grazing.
wildfires and sooty smelter fumes
had whiftled a once-verdant forest
down Lo} m couple of old snags m_“oc 4
ridge. ~ .

~ “When | was 6. 1 saw :Emm ?c
dead trees.” Rokich recalled. “and 1

kuoew I was going 1o go up &a v_ma :

those Ecci.:sv

F 5: rears later. Paul Rokich has
done just that. The long-abused
,_5252.: end of the Oquirrhs. a

range ( o», hills south of the Great Salt~

f.ake. has come alive with grasses.
:cém? shrubs and trees.

:,ﬁ a marvelous transformation.
Lut :,., would never have started had
:cr_a_ listened 1o the experts. As a
young botany student at the Univer-
sity of Utab, he told professors of his

dream to revive the Oquirrhs. They

told ‘him the eroded hills were be-

qo_a, hope.
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; . ““Rokich spent $5 on ‘medicine. $5 on
trees. “We didn't have'extra money

w J w e 1. to %Q,a on what he was %Em._:.mma

i : - * his wife, Ann, “but h had a vision.
THURS. P.M./FRI. AM., " bis wife, Atn; “but he had a visio
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‘He also had the ms,mzmz_ of m BE@. -
‘At'6-foot<1 and 200 pounds, ,mcEn:

~still hikes fast: m:ocms to leave a visi
tor half his age gasping. In the early
days, he would ‘start at 4 am.,"hiking
"’ and planting for-15 hours. To leave.
“room for seedlings, he: packed, nei-

"ther food nor water. He chewed el-

Local/ b13-17. -
Deaths/ b17 -~ .
Classified

c..c<m§m5§,ozmEa&%ma&.@
" night, he parked: his ‘car, hoisted a -

- cott Copper 09.? R :

““There was no cmmmﬁzos =c ani-

. Oquirrhs. To finance his obsession —

. _derberries found along the way,:spit.
. out the m@mam Ea Emimm them. -
On 3& 7, Emw mor_o: set oi o ,

pack and hiked into the hills. He Emm._
trespassing on land owned by xmssm

i -yedr, -2’} e
‘burned- o».», a Ezmam ‘killing 3,000 .
‘new . Uc:mr# firs..and.:pond rosa,

Sulfurous ::ﬂ from the szsma . 'pines.
hung in the air. It was so quiet and " ;-

still, you couldn't believe it,” he said. c%ﬂ% mwwemﬁmmwww,_ﬁoow on

mals. nothing.” ' thickets. and trees ﬁmwgmn_wmwwsﬁ.
ot Eet et B g 1 ‘" Affer years of looking the:other
_Emw%%_ f uﬂm m:%w o _wm __Mn%,\ % _mﬁmﬁ_ o.m_, " way.-Kennecott in 1973 sent officials

; to inspect Rokich's work. They | hired
tall wheat grass. Over the years, he . .
planted anything he thought might him. Rokich no longer had to smug.

: A "y woes glein seedlings. He maocmmnoavma
grow in the “desert pavement” of the truck, planted Qm.mm,g tractor and

. ; o ~ spread grass seed cw.?a 8:.».33 )
for that is what it became — he bor- helicopter. BN

rowed money from relatives. begged - g
" Y ,_ .~ Today, E_Em.o

Elder:

“the m:won, szm_.@ xo..,
kich started, fir trees are *coming in
like hair on a dog’s back,™ he said.
- Even Kesler Canyon, the area closest
.. tothe smelter and the most devastat..
-~ ed. s being reclaimed !

st was m:wcommago be _Evomﬁzo
to grow things here:in Kesler,” Ro-
"+ kich said ncl:m a recent visit
s dook!T o L T e

émz.mocﬁ-_zar lpcust “trees- poked
up from:a sea of grass. Sunflowers
“‘waved in the breeze. A :Em_,_amm_.
peered from a thicket.

“I bet you there are ,vm?%ma.oﬁ :
there right now. lying’in the bushes - /
..and’ watching -us,” - Rokich: said.-.

. S 7 There are also rabbits.’ partridge. -
U .- bobeats and coyotes.” Golden ‘eagles
S iooee o o0 oo and yellow-tailed hawks soar,-and in
CL s r e w gutumn, the onee-silent canyon mns-

“The vw.&.m “have E,ﬂ:mn woinsu.._
-« hair white, but.at 56 he is no _..wa_:m
-, bull. His youthful optimism remains.
evidenced by: a perpetual grin and
,.Mw_wmd_wmvcm wmwm wwmﬂmﬁwvﬁ%wﬁﬁm “see it. 1 never (hought ' get 1o see it
rise. The Ec::SEm have kept him ~myself:

young, he vmv\m;.ﬂw:,a his 802, :mm Kept " He stretchied his arms Wide. as i
trving to embrace everything: the~

him satisfied. ] )

Sometimes hé m:a in :7 ::nw and frees. the birds. the swaying grass. ._,
-reads the hillside like others'read a “I'm amazed.” he said. “Look al~
“newspaper. Each precious plant.has ~ what I've done. What more E:E
a _:m.aé. Ea va wow:& r:oév the  you waut””

gm_&_v;c_. it's his history. loo..

“You know. | thought that if I got-
‘this started. then when 1 was dead
and gone. people would come and

; E done «méamgs:.
Em:m.. mﬁ@.:mv

~oes with the bugling of 200 elk.

.« Kennecott modernized :m,mEm:m.,

" .in 1977, reducing pollution and giv-.
.7 ing vegetation a chance to grow.-Bul
# company officials hand Rokich most
"~ of the :.ma: for..the ,09535
revival. _
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